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TOWN OF MANCHESTER. 
AUDITOR'S REPORT, 1878-9. 
SCHOOL FUNDS. 
Appropriated by town $800 00 
Funds from State 316 34 
Unexpended from last year 243 74 
$1,360 08 
No. Diet. Funds. Expended. 
1, $291 45 $197 56 unexpended, $93 89 
2, 109 24 128 26 overdrawn, 19 02 
3, 132 23 130 23 unexpended, 2 00 
4, 300 91 School in operation. 
5, 147 04 116 00 unexpended, 31 04 
6, 255 99 223 00 unexpended, 32 99 
7, 85 78 School in operation. 
Parts of Districts, 37 44 14 04 
SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Appropriation $350 00 
EXPENDED. 
Paid L. S. Cole for Ida Lyon 10 00 
" Samuel Groves for K. Coggswell. 4 00 
" A. W Cummings for D. Morgan 116 17 
" A. W. Cummings for Ida Lyon 151 21 
" A. W Cummings, supplies to tramps 1 25 
" Insane Hospital for T. Higgins 105 45 
" Albert Knowles for Hortense Holden(Gordon) 3 00 
2 
SUPPORT OP POOR—Concluded. 
Paid I. N. Wadsworth, for Hortense Holden $29 50 
" City of Bath, " " 15 00 
" Albert Knowles for Asa Knowles and family 44 00 
$419 58 
Excess $129 58 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Appropriation $150 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
George Wadsworth, labor on highway 17 46 
George E. Crowell, " " 8 32 
I. N. Wadsworth, " " 3 61 
Albert Knowles, " " 30-14 
L. R. Sanford, " " 16 49 
Virgil Scribner, " " 5 00 
F. W. Bowman, " " 3 50 
E. F. Lyon, " " 10 00 
Daniel Pease, " " 11 31 
M. S. Fifield, " " 1 00 
George F. Wing, " " 2 92 
J. L. Spear, plank for Outlet bridge 5 04 
F. H. Buswell, repairs on Outlet bridge 8 00 
George Morrill, plank for bridge 11 00 
George Wadsworth, repairs on Jimmy bridge 8 10 
Samuel Groves, repairs on Jimmy bridge 3 00 
John Prescott, repairs on bridges '8 25 
153 86 
Excess $3 86 
HIGHWAYS. 
Appropriated in labor $1,000 00 




No. Dist. Surveyor. Amount assigned. Uncollected. 
1, L. H. Hammond, $101 00 $2 43 
2, George F. Wing, 101 93 1 22 
3, Daniel Pease, 61 62 31 
4, Proctor Sampson, Bills not returned. 
5, David Douglass, 45 60 -
6, Cyrus B. Collins, Bills not returned. 
7, Charles Nickerson, 31 89 
8, Alva Bailey, Bills not returned. 
9, George E. Crowell, 35 01 
10, John Prescott, 98 28 
11, Edwin Caldwell, 76 08 
12, E. F. Lyon, 77 48 
13, A. Knowles, 45 80 
14, Greenleaf Hilton, Bills not returned. 
15, L R. Sanford, 62 22 1 07 
16, M. S. Fifield, 36 06 
17, G. L. Fifield, 30 05 
SNOW BILLS. 
Appropriation $50 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
Diet. 2, F . J . Hewins, Surveyor $5 49 
5, Geo. Wads worth, " 4 73 
9, Geo. E. Crowell, " 3 00 
11, Geo. W. Cottle, " 1 4 1 
13, Albert Knowles, " 5 00 
14, J . G . S a m p s o n , " 2 24 
15, J . A. Knowles, " 4 98 
16, M. S. Fifield, " 3 00 
29 85 
Unexpended $20 15 
TOWN DEBT. 
NOTES OUTSTANDING. 
Mrs. Abigail Sanford $1,000 00 
John Hammond 300 00 




INTEREST ON DEBT. 
Appropriation $137 00 
Paid interest on debt 131 00 
INCIDENTAL CHARGES. 
Appropriated 275 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
I. N. Wadsworth, Selectman, &c $46 75 
Albert Knowles, " 25 00 
Charles S. Pope, " 18 00 
I. N. Wadsworth, Supervisior 32 25 
George H. Kilbreth, auditing accounts 6 00 
George H. Kilbreth, services as Town Clerk 5 00 
William P. Merrill, services as Constable 5 00 
Charles F. Hewins, " 5 00 
" commmissions on taxes, 1877, 92 15 
" repairs on hall 2 00 
I. N. Wadsworth, envelopes and postage 1 58 
William Torrence, care of hearse 3 00 
Charles Spaulding, blank books and stationery . . . 9 19 
250 92 
Unexpended 24 08 
Appropriated for shingling hall 25 00 
Expended 15 36 
Unexpended $9 64 
GENERAL SUMMARY. 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
For Schools $800 00 
Support of poor 350 00 
Roads and bridges 150 00 
Breaking snow 50 00 
Interest on debt 137 00 
Shingling hall 25 00 





School fund and mill tax $316 34 
Rent of hall 33 00 
Town of Dixfield, for paupers 14 00 




Apportioned to schools $1,116 34 
Support of poor 479 58 
Roads and bridges 153 86 
Breaking snow 29 85 
Interest on debt 137 00 
Shingling hall 15 36 
Incidental charges 250 92 
Abatements 83 69 
2,266 60 
Excess 84 18 
TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 
Chas. F. Hewins, Treasurer, in account with town of Manchester. 
DB. 
To cash received from Treasurer of 1876-7. . . $10 03. 
for rent of hall 33 00 
Town of Dixfield 14 00 
School money from State 356 17 
Cash received from Collector 3,081 17 
$3,494 37 
CR. 
By paid State tax, balance of 1877 700 26 
County tax of 1878 61117 
" Selectmen's orders 575 99 
School orders 1,043 25 
" Overseer's orders 479 58 




Town debt $1,775 00 
Due on State tax 1,266 48 
Due school districts 437 88 
Outstanding bills, estimated 50 00 
$3,529 36 
School funds due from the State 316 34 
Due for rent of hall 6 00 
Cash in hands of Treasurer 84 12 
Uncollected taxes 2,426 78 
2,833 24 
Collector reports— 
Uncollected taxes of 1875 8 50 
" " 1876 36 93 
1877 406 75 
1878 1,974 60 
$2,426 78 
State tax 1,266 48 
County tax 611 17 
Town tax 1,936 58 
Rate 15 mills. 
CHARLES S. POPE, AUDITOR. 
MANCHESTER, Feb. 24, 1879. 
TOWN OF MANCHESTER. 
REPORT 
or THE 
SUPERVISOR OF SCHOOLS. 
Fellow Townsmen:—The close of another municipal year brings 
us to the summing up and report of the condition and progress of 
our schools for the past season. The terms of school have been 
in some districts shorter than in former years, on account of the 
sensible decrease in the funds received from the State, as well as 
from a smaller appropriation from the town. There have been, as 
may be expected in all affairs managed by human wisdom, some 
partial failures; but if these failures shall be to us the means of 
avoiding like results in the future—" from present evil still educing 
good," even failures may not have been endured in vain. 
DISTRICT No. 1—F. J . HEWINS, Agent. 
The Summer Term commenced May 6, under the instruction o 
Annie B. Mears of this town, and continued ten weeks. Whole 
number registered, 2 2 ; average attendance, 18. Miss Mears is a 
teacher of large experience, thorough training and a good disci-
plinarian. The progress of the pupils was thorough, and well 
marked in those who were regular in attendance. Some four or 
five who were present but about half the time, as might be ex-
pected, received no benefit from the school, and were no benefit to it. 
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The Winter Term was under the instruction of Mr. A. 6 . Smith 
of Monmouth, and was ten weeks in length. Whole number 
registered, 36 ; average attendance, 31. I am sorry to report that 
this term of school was mainly a failure; and to my own mind the 
causes are very evident. First, as to the teacher. His literary 
qualifications were ample, his explanations clear and practical, and 
his methods of instruction all that could be desired; but in his 
government there was an evident lack of ability to see, and of 
promptness and energy to execute, so vitally important under the 
circumstances in which he found himself placed. When a teacher 
finds in his school a wide-spread combination against his authority, 
and in the interest of insubordination and defiance of good order 
and discipline, the Napoleonic theory is safest and best—grape 
and canister first and blank cartridge afterwards, if necessary. 
Second, in regard to the pupils. There were in the school some 
large boys, who for several years have known no law but their 
own wills, and spurn any restraint, either parental or other ; and 
these boys evidently determined to make their will the law of the 
school-room as well as their own. These being the conditions on 
either part, it is easy to see what the result must have been. Those 
pupils who were actuated by a desire to improve, made such pro-
gress as sufficiently to demonstrate, that had the whole school 
been prompted by a similar desire, the school would have been 
most successful. Defiance of wholesome restraint at home or in 
the school-room leads to defiance of law, and from this point the 
road is short and direct to punishment and disgrace. 
DISTRICT No. 2—OTIS G. FOSTER, Agent. 
Both terms of this good little school were under the charge of 
their favorite teacher, Miss Nellie A. Rogers. 
The Summer Term commenced May 6th, continuing eight weeks. 
Whole number, 17 ; average, 16. Some of these pupils were 
present every half day of the term, and of the remainder, eight 
averaged only one and a half days absence. Such a record of attend-
ance is one to which both parents and pupils may point with pride. 
No words of mine are necessary in praise of Miss Rogers as a 
thorough, apt, pains-taking and successful teacher. The results 
of her labors—an orderly, well-drilled, well-educated school, is 
sufficient praise. 
The Fall Term commenced September 30 and closed December 
6—length, ten weeks. Whole number 18 ; average, 11. 
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DISTRCT No. 3—GEO. WADSWORTH, Agent. 
The Summer Term of eight weeks was taught by Clara H. 
Pinkham of West Gardiner, commencing May 6th. Whole num-
ber, 9 ; average, 8 | . Miss P. is a first-class teacher, is familiar 
with every part of her work, and her methods of instruction are 
well adjusted and complete. The term was loo short to give the 
school the full benefit of her admirable system aud management. 
The Winter Term of ten weeks was taught by Bertha L. Iloyt 
of this town. Miss H. has taught this school before and gave 
good satisfaction, and the practice of re-engagiug teachers whose 
labors have been successful, is to be recommended, Miss I loyt 's 
school was a very successful one, showing at the examination that 
not only the more advanced pupils had progressed rapidly and 
thoroughly, but those more backward had waked up aud given 
their best energies to school-work. The schools in No. 3 have 
been good ones—now for a good, roomy, comfortable school-house. 
DISTRICT No. i— SAMUEL P. BOLDEN, Agent. 
After many struggles, " t r ia ls and tribulations," the inhabitants 
of this district have completed a handsome, roomy, comfortable 
aud convenient school-house After years of occupancy of " the 
little old hut that stood on the kuoll," with its cramped and hud-
dled seats, its low ceiling aud abundant discomfort, the change to 
the new house must be a relief both to parents and pupils. 
A Fall Term was commenced by a Mr. Maconiber of Monmouth. 
After a few days he abandoned the school, and October 21st it was 
re-commenced by Miss Hattie E. Mason of Hallowell, and con-
tinued nine weeks. Whole number of pupils in attendance 20 ; 
average, 14. I learn the attendance was interrupted by sickness 
to some extent, but irregular attendance has been the great draw-
back to the progress of this school. Will not the parents in this 
district, now that their appliances are so much superior to those 
of former years, make a combined effort to remove this notable 
hindrance to the progress and success of its schools ? Miss Mason 
is a patient, careful, pains-taking teacher, conscientiously striving 
to do her whole duty. A little more life and energy infused into 
her work, would, I think, increase her efficiency. 
A Winter Term, by the same teacher, is now in progress. 
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DISTRICT No. 5 - J . L. MERRILL, Agent. 
A Fall Term was commenced in this district under the instruc-
tion of Miss B. J . Freeman, Sept. 2d. At the close of two weeks, 
it being evideut that the teacher had not obtained control of the 
school or the confidence of a portion of the parents, I deemed it 
best to cancel the engagement and close the school. I t was 
recommenced, Sept. 17, by Alice C. Mansur, and continued six 
weeks with good success. Miss Mansur is a first-rate teacher, 
prompt, efficient, earnest, with a thorough knowledge of school 
work and ready tact to impart instruction. Whole number, 12 ; 
average. 11. 
The Winter Term was taught by Miss Coombs of Augusta. 
Not having her register in hand, I am unable to give the statistics 
of the term. At the final examination, a portion only of the pupils 
were present, and seemed not to have made the progress reasona-
bly expected. There was lack of system and order, two important 
factors in the success of a school. The district has been in past 
years very fortunate in teachers. I t is best to keep the old paths, 
if good. 
DISTRICT No. 6—ALBERT KNOWI.ES, Agent. 
No Summer Term. A Fall Term of ten weeks was commenced 
Aug. 5th, by Mr H. R. Tinkham of Monmouth. Whole number 
registered, 30 ; average, 26 1-6 This school, since the occupancy 
of the new school house, has been steadily improving in character 
and standing, until it ianks among the first in town. The district 
is large and widely scattered so that many of the pupils have more 
than a mile to travel to reach the school-house. There is a unity 
of feeling on the part of parents and hearty co-operation for the 
success of schools. Mr. Tinkham is an earnest, devoted and suc-
cessful teacher, and the work accomplished during the term gave 
evidence of good instruction on the part of the teacher and earnest 
well-directed effort on that of pupils. The school was a success. 
The Winter Term by the same teacher of twelve weeks, closed 
Feb. 20. Sickness prevented your Supervisor from attending the 
examination at the close, but I learn that the school was satisfac-
tory to the people of the district. 
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In district No. 7, a Winter Term was commenced in December, 
consisting of a male teacher and three pupils. The amount of 
money assigned to this district was eighty-five dollars. This 
expended in a Winter Term would make the cost of tuition for 
this term of school, twenty-eight dollars each. It would seem 
that some means might be devised by which this expenditure of 
money might be made serviceable to a larger number of pupils. 
Could the term be changed to Fall, with a female teacher, or to a 
time when the school in No. 6 was not in operation, not only a 
portion of the pupils of that district might attend, but those of 
Mr. White, who sends to Readfield, might be conveniently accom-
modated. 
I have thus given a brief summary of the statistics and opera-
tions of our schools for the past municipal year. Most of the 
terms of school, I am happy to say, have been successful—perhaps 
I am justified in the assertion that we have had a less number of 
inefficient teachers thau for many years past. The reason of this 
I think may be found in the fact that agents have sought for teach-
ers of reputation and experience, rather than cheap teachers, and 
though the wages paid have been lower than in past years, the 
teachers employed have been those of high standing in their pro-
fession. The result has proved the wisdom of the course pursued. 
The economy that seeks cheap teachers at the lowest wages is, in 
the end, most foolish extravagance. 
I take this occasion to bespeak for our schools for the coming 
year, your liberal patronage. The present indications are, that 
in the Legislature now in session at Augusta, retrenchment in the 
form of rabies has infected a considerable portion of our law-
makers ; and that not only the mill-tax, upon which the smaller 
and poorer towns of the State have been accustomed to rely in a 
large measure for the support of their schools, increasing their 
length and efficiency, will in part be directed to other purposes, 
but we have also to fear the alienation of the bank tax and a 
reduction of the per capita limit of municipal taxation. 
The theory that the property of the State should educate the 
children of the State, at least to the extent of our common schools, 
so long and persistently advocated by our leading educators and 
especially by our late State Superintendents, has always been 
unpalatable to the large and wealthy towns and cities of the 8tate, 
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And with their usual shrewdoess, they have availed themselves of 
the present state of affairs at the capitol, to strike what may prove 
a damaging, perhaps a fatal blow at our common school system. 
Short-sighted and niggardly policy 1 To taint and vitiate the 
air which vitalizes their very blood and brain; to corrupt and 
contaminate the fountain from whose streams they receive the 
essential element of recuperation and life;—for no fact of history 
or of human experience is more certain than that the cities, year 
by year, draw from the country the brain and muscle,—the life 
and energy, the aspiration and ambition to supply their rapid and 
constant waste. From whence then are these supplies to be pro-
cured, if not from the humble, unpretentious school-houses scat-
tered among the hills and valleys of our State ? The sons of our 
successful merchants and men of business, rarely fill their fathers' 
places in the counting-room or at the boards of trade. Prom the 
college and university they wander into the various professions— 
occupy seats upon the judicial bench or the chairs of college pro-
fessorships, or perchance sink to the position of literary loafers, 
worthless " men about town," wasting in idleness and dissipation 
the fortunes accumulated by their fathers' energy and toil. 
Thus the walks of active and successful business seek the vital 
force, the steady nerve, the unyielding energy, which the country 
alone produces, to replace the effete and woru-out organisms of 
city life. And will the cities have this vital force—this healthy 
brain and elastic muscle, educated or uneducated ? Will it have 
its recruits intelligent, educated, or ignorant, debased? Does it 
seek a larger infusion of the latter element ?—or would it seek the 
former at its legitimate cost ? 
These problems may not be of interest to some of the champions 
of legislation at the State House, but are, we think, worthy the 
careful thought of true statesmen. I have an abiding faith in the 
solid good sense of the people of Maine; and though in re-purchas-
ing their nationality at an infinite cost of blood and treasure, they 
feel their backs bending under their burdens, the patriotism that 
guided them through the night of storm and battle, will keep them 
firmly to the traditions of the fathers by which their success has 
been so largely achieved. 
However our present Legislature may see fit to depart from 
those traditions and withhold the beneficent aid granted in former 
years to our common schools, the aberration will be but temporary; 
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and meanwhile let us see to it that our children may never have 
cause to reproach us, because we as parents refused them the 
best and perhaps the only legacy in our power to bestow—a good 
common school education. 
I. N. WADSWORTH, Supervisor. 
MANCHESTER, February 24th, 1879. 
